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Nursing as a way to give back to the community
Giving back to the community has always
been important to Jessica Madden.
Growing up in the Barrington area, Jessica
has coached young people in softball and
bowling, and has organized and hosted several memorial lob ball tournaments in her
community. She also has been a fundraiser
and participant in the Relay for Life in
memory of a dear friend. It is the memory of
her friend that helped shape Jessica’s career
plans.
“Having a friend with cancer who spent a
vast majority of time in and out of hospitals
certainly influenced my decision to become a
nurse,” said Jessica. “Being from a rural area
has inspired me to want to give back to the
community. I believe that working at Roseway Hospital as a registered nurse is great
opportunity to give back.”
Jessica joins Kaitlyn Shand as one of the
two most recent recipients of the Roseway
Hospital Health Professional Student Sponsorship. The sponsorship program is a partnership between Nova Scotia Health Authority and the Municipality of Shelburne, the
Town of Shelburne, the Town of Lockeport,
the Town of Clark’s Harbour, the Roseway
Hospital Auxiliary and the Roseway Hospital
Foundation.
The program supports local students enrolled in certain health professions to encourage them to return to Shelburne to
work. Successful applicants receive $4000
per year for two years to help with tuition.
When she was a nursing student, Jessica
had the opportunity to do clinical placements at Roseway Hospital. One of her former preceptors (an experienced nurse who

oversaw her work as a student), remembers that whenever a patient asked Jessica
where she planned to work after graduation, she would reply, “Here at Roseway I
hope.”
Her dream came true when she started
working at Roseway Hospital last year.
While still a relatively new nurse, Jessica
has some advice for anyone thinking about
nursing: “This career is very rewarding,
and I cannot picture myself doing anything
else at this point.”
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Public talk about
family practice
teams

On June 14, people from
across Shelburne County came
together with representatives
of Nova Scotia Health Authority to talk about collaborative
family practice teams.
Collaborative family practice teams, like the team now
in Shelburne, have doctors,
nurse practitioners, family
practice nurses and others
working together to provide
primary care to their patients.
The public meeting is part
of a series of community conversations being held across
Nova Scotia. Feedback from all
of these meetings will be compiled into a report that will
help us plan better to make
family practice teams a success in Shelburne and across
Nova Scotia.
If you weren’t able to go to
the meeting, but still want to
give your opinion, visit:
www.talkaboutfamilypracticeteams.ca

Dr. John Keeler talks about family practice teams at a public meeting in Shelburne.

Finger Puppets Get
Thumbs Up at Roseway
The latest donation to the OK Box is getting a thumbs up from Roseway Hospital’s youngest patients. In August, 200 hand-sewn finger puppets were delivered
to the Roseway Hospital emergency
department, to be given to children
who must visit the hospital. The
finger puppets are kept in the OK
Box, which is a tickle trunk full of
donated toys, trinkets and things
to keep kids entertained and to
help them overcome any stress or
fear they may have in the hospital.
The OK Box, and the donation
of finger puppets, are all part of
the Pay it Forward for Carmen
movement, which was started in
memory of Carmen Faith Huskilson.

Update on Laboratory Services at Roseway Hospital
In order to keep laboratory services Regional Hospital for processing. This
sustainable at Roseway Hospital, some allows remaining Lab staff at Roseway
changes were made to how some rou- to focus on Emergency and Inpatient
tine samples are processed earlier this testing.
summer.
Patients and the public will not see
We have been experiencing some any change in how they access lab serstaffing challenges in the lab. While we vices, blood collection, or the turncontinue to rearound time for lab
Timely, accurate, safe &
cruit for staff, we
results. Instead, this
sustainable Lab services are a change will help
still have a number of vacancies vital part of the care provided at make sure staff,
in the lab proand the services
Roseway Hospital.
gram in the south
they provide, are
west part of the
sustained and supprovince and other areas. Due to these ported at Roseway Hospital.
staffing challenges, we needed to make
It is important to understand the
sure urgent lab tests are processed ef- lab, and Laboratory Services at Roseficiently, while routine outpatient tests way Hospital are not closing. Timely,
continue to be completed in a timely accurate, safe and sustainable laboraway.
tory services are a vital part of the
As a result, routine outpatient test- care provided at Roseway Hospital.
ing is currently being sent to Yarmouth

Nurse Practitioner
joins Family Practice Team
The Shelburne Family Practice team is looking forward to having more space
when they move into the new Collaborative Health Centre later this fall. That’s because the team is growing, with Maria Ceschiutti, nurse practitioner, joining the
doctors, nurse practitioners, family practice nurses and support staff this month.
Maria and her family come to us from Ontario, and they have settled in Shelburne County. Penny Smith, Warden for Municipality of Shelburne, was one of the
many people who helped show the newcomers around, and introduce them to the
many highlights of Shelburne.
“I was very happy to meet with Maria in July to show her our beautiful community and to make her feel welcomed,” said Warden Smith. “I know she is looking forward to helping to improve healthcare access to our residents.”
Maria will spend several weeks doing orientation and becoming settled in her
new role before seeing patients of the Shelburne family practice, currently located
in their space in Roseway Hospital.
While some of the finishing touches are
Don’t have a family doctor or nurse
being made to the new Shelburne Collaborative Health Centre, there is still plenty of practitioner? Register with the Need a
Family Practice provincial registry. Call
work left to do. After construction is done,
811 or visit:
furniture, fixtures and equipment will be
https://needafamilypractice.nshealth.ca
moved in, tested, and the health centre prepared for family practice team to start seeing
patients.
After it opens, patients of the health centre will have the convenience of being
able to access the many services offered at Roseway Hospital, such as laboratory
services, diagnostic imaging, and other programs.
NSHA is grateful for the support of the Municipality of Shelburne, the Town of
Shelburne, the Roseway Hospital Charitable Foundation and the Department of
Health & Wellness for the funding and support they have committed toward
this project.

