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REGULAR SESSION OF THE 53rd COUNCIL
OF THE
MUNICIPALITY OF THE DISTRICT OF SHELBURNE
Wednesday, January 8, 2025

The Regular Session of the 53rd Council of the Municipality of the District of Shelburne was held on
Wednesday, January 8, 2025, at 6:00 pm in the Municipal Council Chambers.

THOSE IN ATTENDANCE:
Warden Penny Smith

Deputy Warden Heidi Wagner
Councillor Paula Sutherland
Councillor Sherry Thorburn Irvine
Councillor Ron Coole

Councillor Dale Richardson

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

Warren MacLeod, CAO

Erin Hartley, Deputy CAO

Michelle Williams, Director of Finance via Microsoft Teams
Darrell Locke, By-Law Enforcement Officer

Nicole Blades, Recording Secretary

REGRETS:

Councillor Anthony Gosbee

1. CALLTO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Warden Smith.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
a. January 8, 2025

2(a) MOTION: APPROVAL OF AGENDA - JANUARY 8, 2025

Being duly moved and seconded, be it resolved that the Agenda for January 8, 2025, be
approved with the following amendments:
8. CORRESPONDENCE
a. NSFM Re: Fire Prevention Committee Invitation - ADDED
b. Jeff Chetwynd Re: Coastal Erosion Concerns - ADDED
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3(a)

3(b)

4(a)

5.

5(a)

10. IN-CAMERA
c. Personnel Matters as per the MGA 22(2)(c) - ADDED
- MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
a. December11, 2024
b. December 13, 2024

MOTION: APPROVAL OF MINUTES - DECEMBER 11, 2024

Being duly moved and seconded, be it resolved that the Minutes of December 11, 2024, be
approved as circulated.

- MOTION CARRIED

MOTION: APPROVAL OF MINUTES - DECEMBER 13, 2024

Being duly moved and seconded, be it resolved that the Minutes of December 13, 2024, be
approved as circulated.

- MOTION CARRIED

BUSINESS ARISING:
a. Crosswalk Lights — Deputy Warden Heidi Wagner

Deputy Warden Wagner requested an update from staff regarding the crossing signal lights for
the crosswalk at the beginning of Woodlawn Drive.

CAO MacLeod advised that Public Works has not completed a survey of the area yet, causing
delay.

Direction was given to staff to follow-up with Public Works as there was another near miss
incident at the location with a student.

PROCLAMATION
a. Alzheimer Awareness Month —Warden Penny Smith

Warden Smith read the Alzheimer Awareness Month Proclamation, formally declaring January
Alzheimer Awareness Month in the Municipality of the District of Shelburne. The document was
included in the meeting package.

PRESENTATIONS:
a. Community Climate Capacity Program - Izzie Collier, Climate Lead
b. Rural Communities Foundation of Nova Scotia — Hugh MacKay, Fund Development
Consultant

6(a) Warden Smith welcomed Izzie Collier, Climate Lead, Community Climate Capacity Program.
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Ms. Collier presented Council with a brief summary of her role with Clean Foundation, the programs
offered, and the Community Climate Capacity (CCC) initiative that the Municipality is participating in,
along with the Municipality of Barrington and the Town of Shelburne as a cohort.

The CCC program will provide support for three years to help enhance adaptive capacity, community
resilience and greenhouse gas emission reductions at no cost. Objectives for Shelburne Countyinclude
updating climate documents, scope review, and emergency preparedness.

Additional programs and projects include Climate Resilient Coastal Communities, Thriving Forests
Program and Low Carbon Communities Project. Anticipated projects include Climate Ready Plans and
Processes, Wildfire Mitigation Cohort Project, and Resilient Home Retrofits Cohort Project.

Ms. Collier advised Council that a Shelburne County Climate Action Committee will be formed to assist
in providing guidance to municipal councils on climate action. A discussion was held regarding
participation of other municipalities in the CCC program, funding, and submissions for the Thriving
Forest Program.

Councillors thanked Ms. Collier for presenting.

6(b) Warden Smith welcomed Hugh MacKay, Fund Development Consultant, Rural Communities
Foundation of Nova Scotia.

Mr. MacKay advised Council of how the Rural Foundation of Nova Scotia provides support to
community-based local improvement initiatives in rural Nova Scotia. The Dave Gunning Zero Hunger
Fund in particular assists in raising funds for food in free stores available in local schools. All funds
raised in a community are put back into the same area.

Adiscussion was held regarding the Housing for Health project, food insecurities in the province and the
importance of initiatives including the free stores in schools. CAO MaclLeod suggested Mr. Mackay
contact staff to assist with social media exposure.

Councillors thanked Mr. MacKay for presenting.
7. OPERATIONS & PROTECTIVE SERVICES

a. Dangerous & Unsightly Update Re: 13 Hemeon Lane, Sandy Point - Darrell Locke, By-Law
Enforcement Officer

7(a) Darrell Locke, By-Law Enforcement Officer, presented the Dangerous & Unsightly Update Re: 13
Hemeon Lane, Sandy Point staff report.

Discussion was held regarding the efforts made to communicate with the family of the deceased after
seeking legal advice. To date no activity has taken place to clean-up the property. The condition of the
property justifies the demolition order.

Councillor Sutherland excused herself from the discussion as she stated there was a conflict of interest.
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MOTION: DANGEROUS & UNSIGHTLY PROPERTY — 13 HEMEON LANE, SANDY POINT

Being duly moved and seconded, be it resolved that the Council of the Municipality of the District
of Shelburne hereby issues an order as per Section 507 of the Municipal Government Act; and
authorizes the Warden to sign off on this demolition and clean up order for the property located
at 13 Hemeon Lane, Lower Sandy Point.

- MOTION CARRIED

8. CORRESPONDENCE

a. NSFM Letter Re: Fire Prevention Committee Invitation - Warden Penny Smith
b. Jeff Chetwynd Letter Re: Coastal Erosion Concerns —Warden Penny Smith

8(a) Warden Smith advised Council of the correspondence received from NSFM regarding a Fire
Prevention Committee Invitation.

With the Municipality’s proximity to the historic 2023 Barrington Lake Wildfire, NSFM extended an
opportunity to Council to join the Joint Municipal Fire Services Committee. There are two elected
official vacancies, and the letter included application details if a Council member were interested,
with a deadline of January 10, 2025.

8(b) Warden Smith advised Council of the correspondence received from Jeff Chetwynd expressing
coastal erosion concerns. A discussion was held, and direction was given to staff to draft a response
to Mr. Chetwynd and forward the letter to the Municipal planner.

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS/WARDEN’S UPDATE
a. Committee Reports
b. Warden’s Update

9(a) Councillor Thorburn Irvine advised she attended and provided updates on the following:
e Western Counties Regional Library Board Meeting

9(b) Warden Smith stated that she did not attend any meetings but engaged in numerous
conversations with residents and colleagues regarding the ATV Trails, Land Use By-Law, fishing
industry, criminal activities, health care, and road conditions.

Warden Smith advised Council of a CBC News article that disclosed information from the annual
emergency department closure report for Nova Scotia hospitals. Roseway Hospital was highlighted
under persistent problem sites continuing to struggle, with 4,832 unscheduled hours compared to
2,904 from the previous year’s report. Average wait times at Nova Scotia emergency departments was
2.96 hours with Roseway Hospital average wait time being 13.68 hours.

A discussion was held regarding concerns on the increase of unscheduled hours and average wait
time for Roseway Hospital being more than four times greater than the average for the province.
Councillor Sutherland stated a proposal from local staff at Roseway Hospital was sent to Nova Scotia
Health to assist in keeping the emergency department open.
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Staff was given direction to send a letter to Nolan Young, MLA and schedule a meeting. The matter will
be brought forward to the next Leadership meeting for the five Municipal units of Shelburne County
and Councillor Sutherland will forward the proposal to Council.

10.IN-CAMERA
a. Personnel Matters as per the MGA 22 (2)(c)
b. Acquisition, Sale, Lease and Security of Municipal Property as per the MGA 22 (2)(a)
c. Personnel Matters as per the MGA 22 (2)(c)

MOTION: ENTER "IN-CAMERA"

Being duly moved and seconded, be it resolved that the Council of the Municipality of the
District of Shelburne enter “In-Camera” at 7:09 pm.

- MOTION CARRIED
MOTION: EXIT "IN-CAMERA"

Being duly moved and seconded, be it resolved that the Council of the Municipality of the
District of Shelburne exit "In-Camera" at 8:07 pm.

- MOTION CARRIED

10. Items were discussed, and direction was given to staff.

11. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm. The next Regular Council meeting
will be held on Wednesday, January 22, 2025.
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Recording Secretary k -

g
z; j'{l.---;x,. AL 23 /s~ I| )

Date ( | / I _/) (/

e'enn;/S(w Warden
/ [r\ﬂ L/\—Qc =

~Erin Hartley'ﬁeputy Chief Administrafive
Officer




