STAFF REPORT 5(a)

To: Council

From: Adam Dedrick, Director of Recreation & Parks Municipality of
Shelburne

Approved by: Warren Macleod, CAO M

Date: April 9, 2025

Subject: Provincial Volunteer Representative 2025

Origin

Each year the Municipality selects an individual or group to be the recipient of the Provincial Volunteer
Representative Award.

Recommendation
That Council of the Municipality of the District of Shelburne approve the Lower Ohio Recreation Centre as the
recipient of the 2025 Provincial Volunteer Representative Award.

Background

The Provincial Representative Volunteer Award recognizes an individual, couple, or group of volunteers who
has made a significant contribution to, and shown continued support of, the local community. The recipient is
recognized locally and also at the Provincial Volunteer Awards held in September.

Discussion

Staff from the Department of Recreation & Parks and the Department of Economic and Community
Development met to discuss the award recipient and it is their recommendation that the Lower Ohio
Recreation Centre be the recipient of the 2025 Provincial Volunteer Representative Award, representing the
Municipality, specifically for the upgrades to the Ohio Ball Field.

The Lower Ohio Recreation Centre represents a group of volunteers that operate and manage both the Lower
Ohio Community Hall and the Ohio Ball Field. For the past several years they have been working on a project
to complete upgrades to the ball field, which is heavily used by residents of Eastern Shelburne County. They
have a multi-phase plan for a vision that makes it a place not just for playing softball and baseball, but also for
members of the community to use for their recreation, physical activity and social activities. They are currently
completing significant upgrades that include repositioning the ball diamond, new fencing around the field,
upgraded dugouts, parking lot expansion and a walking track. The project, which has cost around $250,000,
has been funded by a combination of grants, fundraising and in-kind donations. The project has been led by
their volunteer board, whose members have put in countless hours project planning, meeting with partners,
consulting with the community and field users, applying for grants, organizing fundraisers, managing
contractors, and overseeing the project. This work is scheduled to be completed this spring in time for the
opening of the field for the 2025 season. It will be a major achievement resulting in a quality recreation facility
that will benefit not only the local community but all of Eastern Shelburne County.

Next Steps
Upon approval, a submission application will be provided to the province naming the Lower Ohio Recreation
Centre as the Volunteer Representative for the Municipality.



