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The Centre for Environmental Justice (CEJ) is a community-based society dedicated to
advancing environmental justice for the historic African Nova Scotian community in
Shelburne, Nova Scotia. For generations, our community has faced the disproportionate
burdens of environmental hazards, including dumps, air and water pollution.

In 2024, the CEJ emerged from a shared vision to address the legacy of environmental
racism and create a more sustainable future for our community. 

The Centre for Environmental Justice is a community-led initiative committed to identifying
solutions for environmental justice. By prioritizing community health, mental well-being, and
quality of life, we strive to address the lasting impacts of environmental racism in
historically underserved and underrepresented communities.
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Our work focuses on advocating for remediation, reparations, and sustainable development
to create a healthier future for all.

Restore and Revitalize: Reconnect with nature and heal our communities and
ecosystems 
Advocate for Justice: Create community programs and initiatives that prioritize
environmental justice 
Empower Community: Equip community members with the knowledge and tools as
impacted EJ communities
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Community Briefing on Bill C226

Spill the Tea: African Heritage Month Event 

Environmental Justice Community Seminar x East Coast Environmental Law 

Y.E.T- Youth and Elders Together 

"Genes and Geography: Disparities in Cancer Incidence and Outcomes in a Black
Canadian Community"
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The Centre for Environmental Justice aims to create a healthier and more
sustainable future for the community of Shelburne. By prioritizing community health, mental
well-being, and environmental justice, the CEJ will:

Provide space for holistic healing to be a priority for impacted residents through

Afrocentric-integrated healing and wellness practices

Leading authentic community consultation and engagement to incorporate community-

identified solutions and goals to redress environmental racism

Revive and restore impacted and contaminated sites. Support and develop risk

management plans for affected communities (displacement and disaster preparedness)

Increasing and spreading out environmental investments in sustainable infrastructure

and development toward addressing environmental injustice

Study and monitor the relationship between race, socioeconomic status, and overall

health outcomes in environmentally impacted communities





METHODOLOGY

Data analysis

The data analysis was conducted using Nvivo software, and the thematic

framework loosely followed the structure of the interview guides. The analysis

followed Braun and Clarke's steps: the researcher immersed in the qualitative

data (interviews and a focus group) to generate codes, which were combined

into themes. These themes were reviewed and their significance was

determined. The last step involves reporting findings, which you may find

below. 
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RESULTS

RESULTS

Demographics/Baseline

For the recruitment process, we reached out via phone calls, email, and social

media posts to encourage participation from the community. In total, 30 45-

year-old or older participants were included in the study. 

The themes and subthemes that emerged from the semi structured interviews

were the following: 

Past experiences with the dump:  Naturalization of the dump, the dump as a

playground, and the dump as a resource. 

Negative social impact of the dump: Stigma, intersectional discrimination,

and environmental racism. 

Environmental impact of the dump: Unwanted animals, environmental

hazards, air pollution, poor quality of the water, and food contamination. 

Self-perceived health impact of the dump: More prone to pulmonary

diseases, and more prone to cancer 

Resources: Adequate resources, insufficient resources, and inadequate

resources 

Unsatisfactory response from the Shelburne Town Council: Non-existent

help, racist treatment, and recommendations. 
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Past experiences with the dump

Negative social impact of the dump

Environmental impact of the dump

Self-perceived health impact of the dump

Resources

Unsatisfactory response from the Shelburne Town
Council

Desired response from the Council

A

B

C

D

E

F

RESULTS

11

These themes and subthemes are described below. Please note that ‘FP’ stands

for female participant and ‘MP’ for male participant in the interviews and focus

groups. FG refers exclusively for focus group participants. 
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FP7: “All I can say is, well, all I can say is back then, none of us was aware,

you know, the harm that could do. We were kids. We're all kids in the

neighborhood. We played on the dump, picked berries up the dump.”

PAST EXPERIENCES WITH
THE DUMP

Participants started the recollection of their experiences with the dump during

their childhood by contextualizing it as a normal part of their lives. In this sense,

living close to the dump and its impact had been naturalized.

The dump was a familiar setting perceived as non-threatening. This

perception occurred due to a lack of awareness regarding its potential

negative impacts. 

FP5: “The dump was just part of life.”

FP9: “(...) Back then, (the dump) was a normal everyday thing.”

The residents of Shelburne would visit the dump for recreational activities and

to compensate for economic shortfalls. 

RECREATIONAL PURPOSE: THE DUMP AS A PLAYGROUND

Shelburne residents would go to the dump to play with their friends, relatives,

or alone. They would use disposed items as toys. 

FP1: “We used to go to the dump to play, because we'd use the car hoods

as sleds going down over the Hills.”

FP10: “We just went to play, because it was a playground. It became a

playground. More specifically, if I can remember, we were there a lot.

Yeah. We were there with mom a lot. We never went alone, was always

with mom. Yeah.”
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
OF THE DUMP

The dump would attract unwanted animals to Shelburne, such as seagulls and

rats. 

The participants also discussed the presence of ash, smoke, fires, and liquid

runoffs that the dump would generate. 

FFP3: “OK, so there were... I recall seagulls, a lot of seagulls, walking

around, there was always seagulls into the trash, ripping things apart. I

don't really remember seeing too many rats. I don't even know if I ever

seen any rats. But I'm sure there was rats. I'm sure there was. I'm sure

there was all kinds of living creatures in there, the birds, like I said, I've

seen seagulls left, right and center (...)” 

FP6: “All the seagulls and all the crows and the rats. Yes. So, they were...

They basically probably came all the way down from this dump all the way

down to the end of the street. And probably further into the community,

you would see rats all the time going up down the street and walking back

(...)” 

FP4: “The ashes would fall on your houses and stuff when you were

walking. Sometimes you would get it on your shoulders and your clothes,

and you'd have to brush it off.” 

FP3: “(...) I remember when you would drive up to the dump. There's like a

edge, like a hillside. Yeah. And you would see stuff oozing out of the hill,

and it would be like, like oily, brown, yucky, sludgy. And it would fill up the

ditch along the side and this smell was bad, but at the time everything

smelled bad.” 

 MP13: “Fires every night. The sky was... Up that way was just a line of fire,

a wall of blazing fire (...).” 
17



These situations impacted the quality of the air, water, and food:

Air pollution was discussed regarding the prevalence of smoke and foul odors. 

AIR POLLUTION

F FP3: “I remember being able to look up and see smoke.” 

FP10: “I remember that smell very vividly in my mind, that smoky smell,

that ashy smell, that... A stench. The burning, like the lingering, I

remember the smoldering. Whatever remained... whatever remains were

left, didn't all go out.” 

The odor caused by the air pollution impacted everyday activities. 

FP12: “Yes, it... you couldn't put clothes on. When the wind was our way,

you knew not to put clothes on a line. You had to wait. Yeah, you had to

wait until the wind was a certain way. You had to wait and check and see

what where the wind was blowing, and if the wind turned, you had to run

it and get your clothes.” 

FP4: “God, the smell from the dump was unreal. I can remember... You

would have your clothes out on the line, and you would look up, and see

that the dump was on fire and have to go take your clothes in because it

would smell so damn bad. Then, when I was walking over to my

grandmother's house, you could see the flames and everything in the

smell, you almost had to put your shirt up over top of your nose so you

could deal with the smell to get there (...) You couldn't even keep your

windows open.” 
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Activities such as walking to a relatives’ house were impacted by the smoke

and odour. 



Shelburne residents discussed their perception of having access to

contaminated water, a source that many of them would still consume.

POOR QUALITY OF THE WATER

FP5: “When we were kids growing up, my parents put in a drilled well, and

when they put in the drilled well and they're so deep into the ground, and

in that neighborhood, well, most of Shelburne is ironbound. Yeah. So,

there was iron in the water, so they had to put a filtration system on the

water, because if not all your white clothes turned yellow, and yellow

fingernails and stuff turned yellow.” 

FP10: “Yeah, I think I remember drinking water from there. We used it for

everything. I don't remember ever being told not to drink the water, but I

do think I remember dad or dad's family having buckets or containers of

water, but I don't know what they were for, what was washing or bathing.

We were poor. We were very poor and I'm trying to remember...

something's telling me there's something we use like this, but I could be

wrong. Like a pumper or something, ‘cause my dad lived in another house.

And he did have running water and taps, and I don't remember seeing any

discoloration or anything from the water, but I do know that we would

have consumed that water. Yeah. Yeah. Oh, geez... Now that I think about

it” 
19



Such a consumption of contaminated water was sometimes linked to health

issues: 

FOOD CONTAMINATION

Interviewer: “(...) but is there a reason why you don't drink your water?”

FP2: ‘(...) ‘Cause I don't trust it and... I mean, when they come over and

tested it, said it had salmonella, Group B, or something ‘-ella’ something

(...) And like I said, W2 died and he drank the water and H2 died, and he

drank the water, so…” 

FP4: “When my son was 16 years old, he was going through a lot of health

issues. He was suffering from high blood pressure and migraines. (...), it

took a long time for us to find a doctor that was able to sit with him and

try to figure things out. But it wasn't until the ambulance driver had

picked up on him drinking way too much water, so it was causing him to

have water intoxications. Once we finally got him to slow down on

drinking the water, he started feeling better. He doesn't have high blood

pressure anymore, and he doesn't suffer with migraines.” 

The contaminated water would impact the soil of Shelburne residents’

gardens, as well as animals that they would eat. 

Interviewer: “But do you think anything from the dump would have

affected the soil?” 

FP1: “Yeah, because if it rains, it's going to affect the soil (...) And we ate a

lot of rabbits and stuff out of the woods, and deer meat, you know?” 

Interviewer: “So, those could be other causes of cancer, like, the gardens,

not just the water, but the gardens and.... and, like, you know, the

hunters.” 

FP1: “Yeah. Yeah. The Wildlife and stuff that you were eating.”
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As illustrated by the last quote, too much contaminated water consumption

was perceived to be the cause of migraines and high blood pressure.  



 Interviewer: Yeah. “Do you think the dump might have caused other

diseases in our community?” 

FP3: “Absolutely, absolutely. Think about all the animals that were out

there eating and licking and having babies, and... and then they ran off

and went into everybody's house around the neighborhood and they ate

over gardens. And then we ate. We shared with them.” 

The participants also discussed the broader impact of the dump on their

health. 
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SELF-PERCEIVED HEALTH
IMPACT OF THE DUMP

Shelburne residents associated the dump proximity to being more prone to

different pathologies. 

Some participants believe the dump has contributed to lung diseases. 

 Interviewer: “Do you think that the dump may have caused other diseases

in the community?” 

FP6: “Very well may have. It may have caused more diseases than we don't

even know, because we don't have the… the knowledge yet about the

health risks.” 

Interviewer: “Yeah, you. Yeah, you signed it for me. That's right. OK. Do

you think the dump may have caused any other diseases in our

community? Like lung diseases.” 

FP2: “Yes, probably, and COPD and all that, because I don't smoke and I

ain’t good.” 

MP8: “I'm sure of it.” 

MORE PRONE TO PULMONARY DISEASES

All the participants discussed that at least one of their relatives had been

diagnosed with cancer. 

MORE PRONE TO CANCER
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In particular, the following pathologies were discussed: 



MP8: “(...) I don't have a family member alive that didn't pass away from

cancer. In... in my life. Mother, father, you know, grandparents (...)” 

FP10: “Well, in regard to cancer, yes, my mother. (...) she passed away

from, yeah, cancer from a cancer called multiple myeloma... Myeloma and

it was a form of leukemia or blood cancer.” 

Many of these participants expressed that the dump had contributed to their

relatives' cancer diagnoses. 
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Interviewer: “And this one kind is similar to the other one asked: do you

think there is a relationship between the cancer in your family or yourself

personally and the dump in the community?” 

 MP13: “I think there is, yes. I'm not a scientist, but I can reason.” 

FP3: “He was trying, and he still ended up getting the cancer, and he

swears it's because of the dump.” 

Participants discussed the quality of the Shelburne health system and its

available resources.
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RESOURCES
Diverse opinions exist regarding available resources. While some participants

found them effective, others considered them insufficient or inadequate. 

Some participants acknowledged that the services were effective. 

Interviewer: “OK, that's good. What specific health services or other

supports were available to help you deal with cancer or other illnesses?” 

FP6: “Palliative care nurses, the cancer doctors in Halifax, then they’d

come down to Yarmouth to see and start so that I wouldn’t have to drive

all the way to Halifax, like those kind of specialists.” 

FP11: “because he's in palliative care. It's funny. Anyways, they are

wonderful. You know, he was... he was when mom was sick, he was really

good. So, I think that having that palliative care in the VONs are really

good.” 

ADEQUATE RESOURCES

Participants recognized that basic resources were available to them; however,

more services are needed. They did not determine exactly what health

services are missing; however, outreach Centers for Black people were

deemed insufficient.

INSUFFICIENT RESOURCES

However, others did not share this opinion.

FP11: “And I find rural Nova Scotia really suffers. We're lucky to have this

hospital here, but we don't have a lot of services.” 

FP5: “Other than the basics, I don't believe there's anything special, right?

Yeah. The basics are available, right?” 25



MP8: “No, no. And I'm just answering straight up like on a simple, like

walking in and going to work every day and coming home and passing all

the signs, there's nothing that says, ‘outreach Center for... for us’.” 

Those resources that are available, however, were described as hard to

access. 

Some online available resources are difficult to access for older adults. 

INADEQUATE RESOURCES

FP5: “Because that’s how the newer generations are living. It's the older

generations who are the ones who are at a disadvantage as far as I'm

concerned, because I have to make sure that my parents get the things

that they require, because they don't do online or virtual or anything.” 

FP9: “Or they don't know how to use technology. Well, just a prime

example, coming in here and having to use computers or things like that.

People are intimidated by that at a certain age.” 

In-person support is questioned due to its extended wait times. 

FP1: “And if you go to the hospital and you end up sitting down there for

seven, eight, I mean..., the last time I went to that Hospital. No, not the last

time before that I went to that, I was there for eleven hours.” 

 FP9: “(...) Need to have an MRI. I got the letter last week. It's November

21st, 2025.” 

These services were sometimes deemed as not providing enough support for

cancer treatments. 
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MP8: “(...) and you don't have people that come out and say, ‘look, I'm

sorry, this is how it's going to be for the next two days. And then, let me

prepare you on what's going to happen.’ There's no such thing of that. But

you go to an old folks in Ontario, an old folks home, and there's three or

four staff on every day that do that.” 

Interviewer: “Did you or other members in your family experience any

challenges seeking help? Did S12 have any problem trying to get help for

her cancer? Do you know? or any illness?” 

FP12: “(...) When it was early and... She tried to get some help, and I

remember her telling me that she couldn't get no help. When it was early.” 

Participants also discussed inadequate responses from the Town Council

authorities.
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UNSATISFACTORY
RESPONSE FROM THE

SHELBURNE TOWN
COUNCIL

Shelburne residents discussed the lack of acknowledgement by the Town

Council regarding the impact of the dump, as well as the Town Council’s

failure to mitigate such negative effects. Furthermore, there were discussions

indicating that the Council strategically delayed their response, perhaps

hoping that residents would eventually 'forget' about the issue. 

NON-EXISTENT HELP 

None of the participants considered that the response of the Town Council of

Shelburne was appropriate regarding the dump and its consequences. 

FP1: “They do nothing about it. And they say, ‘let’s sweep it under the rug

so we don’t have to deal with it’, isn’t it true? So, they don’t have to pay,

they don’t have to deal with it. ‘Let’s sweep it under the rug’.” 

FP11: “Yeah, I think that's the thing right there. I think they, they haven't

said it too much, right? It's almost like, ‘OK, we won't say anything. Maybe

it'll go away.’ I don't know. That's being a little..., but yeah, I don't think

there's been much support there. And I don't even know if they if the

people in there now would even remember, right. You know what I mean?”

The participants also discussed the general treatment received from the

Shelburne Town Council members. 
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Most interview participants identified a different treatment of the Shelburne

Town Council towards white residents when compared to African Nova

Scotians. 

RACIST TREATMENT

FP3: “And so, because we're poor and we're from this side of town, we

were treated differently. You know, we we don't have the same…” 

Interviewer: “Voice?” 

FP3: “Right, we're not heard, and we're not top too.” 

FP1: “There is, because they’re going to go with the whites more than they

are going to go with the Blacks. And, I mean, they are going to do

whatever they can for them and then just going to shut us off to the side”

The participants also discussed the response they expect from the Town

Council and other government departments. 
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DESIRED RESPONSE FROM
THE COUNCIL

Economic compensation was listed as a desired response from the council.

ECONOMIC COMPENSATION

When asked about the role that the Shelburne Town Council and other

government departments agencies should play in addressing the dump, the

participants answered the following:  

FP4: “Yeah, compensation would be good for a lot of those people.” 

MP8: “But I do know that there's many subdivisions that were built next to

graveyards on graveyards, a little less like in this, and they all got

settlements and got moved out and replaced. So yes, if that's the least

they could do, they could walk around here and write a check for some

families, X amount for X amount of personal harm.” 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

FFP5: “Starters probably, stop trying to say it... that didn't exist (...) until

you are presented with the reports from the research” 

FP7: “Acknowledgement. One thing I guess, just the knowledge that it it it

it it happened that I was there, it was there and the possibilities that

what... What the harm it has done and can done can do and... yeah, and try

to clean it up, try to fix it, right. If you can fix.” 

Acknowledgement of the potential risks that the dump may have caused

would be validating for the residents.
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This was the preferred method of compensation. 



FP2: “Well, I'd like to see it get cleared up (...)” 

FP4: “I would love for the dump to get cleaned up, so it's not still

contaminating everything.” 

MORE RESEARCH ON THE DUMP

FP4: “I think they should do more research on it, I think more testing

should be done on the residents that's living in this community right now,

as well as any family members that have grown up in here. And figuring

out if that's exactly where the cancer is being caused from.” 

FP6: “Well, we should probably have more research or something to figure

out exactly what the repercussions of the dump actually was and are

going to be for the days to come.” 

Hopefully, this research will pave the way for future studies on the subject. 

Lastly, the participants expect that further research on the impact of the

dump will be conducted. 
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The last quote mentioned cleaning up the dump, which was another desired

action mentioned by some participants. 



DISCUSSION

Participants discussed their past experiences with the dump and how it

impacted them socially, environmentally, and health-wise. They also shared

their thoughts on the resources that were available to them and the role of the

Shelburne Town Council. To captivate the importance of these findings, it is

important to contextualize, as the dump once located in Shelburne has been a

source of ongoing controversy. In 2017, a former Shelburne councillor

infamously claimed that it was "time to stop playing the race card" when

concerns about environmental racism were raised (22). Since then, official

responses have generally been more understanding of the dump's impact,

though they remain unsatisfactory: in 2022, the town mayor expressed that

they were collaborating with Dalhousie University and McMaster University for

these institutions to study the environmental impact of the dump. However, the

same document dismissed previous efforts to investigate its negative effects

and its potential link to higher cancer rates (23). In this context, this study aims

to give Shelburne residents a voice on the issue.  

In this study, participants shared two contrasting perspectives on living near

the dump—one rooted in historical experiences and the other reflecting present

realities. Initially, the dump was perceived as a familiar and non-threatening

environment, seamlessly integrated into daily life. Many recalled how it even

served as an informal playground and a “trove of resources,” where community

members salvaged items for resale. However, over time, they came to recognize

its devastating long-term consequences, which profoundly shaped their social,

economic, and health outcomes and continue to affect their community today. 
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DISCUSSION

The harsh reality of living near the dump took an immense toll on participants

and their families, disrupting their social lives, deteriorating their health, and

leaving lasting impacts on future generations. Participants spoke of the stigma,

intersectional discrimination, and environmental racism they endured,

alongside the ongoing segregation they continue to face. Critically, they

highlighted the disproportionate burden of disease in their community,

particularly rising cancer rates—an issue that underscores broader social justice

concerns. Their experiences reflect systemic neglect and environmental

injustice, reinforcing the urgent need for policy interventions to address health

disparities and protect marginalized communities from the harmful effects of

toxic exposure. 

Our research is one of the first of its kind to involve an interdisciplinary

research team to provide people of African ancestry in rural communities a

platform to share their experiences of living near a dump. Participants

emphasized the need for more research and formal recognition of the dump’s

detrimental effects on their lives. The continued lack of acknowledgement

echoes the unilateral decision to place the dump’s in their community at all —

further exacerbating the vulnerabilities of an already marginalized population.

This reality aligns with broader patterns of environmental racism, in which Black

communities are disproportionately exposed to pollution (Mikati et al., 2018). In

the case of South Shelburne, the dump not only contributed to environmental

hazard but also reinforced residential stigma, deepening the intersectional

discrimination (Shannon et al., 2022) that residents already faced due to both

race and socioeconomic status. African Nova Scotian residents discussed

receiving different treatment than white people from the Shelburne Town

Council. Residents also ​​shared that the Council has not acknowledged or

provided compensation to residents for the perceived impact that the dump

has had in their community. They expect reparations for the consequences they

have endured, which include social, health, and environmental hardships.  33



DISCUSSION

Study participants recalled seeing rats and seagulls in the area, animals that

were present due to the dump. They were exposed to fire, ash, smoke, and

liquid runoff from the dump, which would affect their health and daily routines.

Such an impact was present on a small scale (deciding whether to dry clothes

outdoors depending on the presence of smoke) and on a big scale, such as the

consumption of contaminated water and food (the latter was caused by

contaminated soil). Consumption of spoiled goods was thought to be linked to

cancer and pulmonary diseases, according to most participants of this study.

This assumption may be confirmed in the quantitative part of the Genes and

Geography study, which has sequenced the genomic DNA of Shelburne

residents to determine if there are genetic mutations, epigenetic modifications

or other alterations such as copy number variations that may underpin the high

cancer incidence. 

Despite the dump’s negative impacts, some participants nostalgically recalled

the dump as a childhood playground, where they would find discarded items to

play with. The dump was just as valuable to their parents, for it provided

essential household items they could not afford, again highlighting the

vulnerable situation that these residents had been experiencing for decades.

The dump was normalized because of residents’ lack of awareness of dumps

risks, also described in Siddiqua et al. (2022) (26). This illustrates the crucial

role that authorities should play in raising awareness and acknowledging the

potential risks that are found in the communities they are responsible to serve

and protect. According to our study participants, the Shelburne Town Council

has not properly acknowledged the impact of the dump. Residents consider

that their response has been close to nonexistent, echoing the small amount of

official documents that may be found discussing this subject. Racist treatment

has also been discussed, as African Nova Scotians feel they are not treated as

well as white residents. 34



DISCUSSION

Another source of discontent involved healthcare institutions: though some of

participants reflected that these services were effective, most participants

labelled healthcare institutions as either inadequate or insufficient (i.e. while

basic health services are available to Shelburne residents, however, more

specialized services are needed). Inadequate healthcare took into account both

face-to-face and virtual access to care: in-person supports were criticized due

to long wait times, while virtual services are hard to navigate for older adults.

In conclusion, this study shows the urgent need for government and other

decision makers to engage and collaborate with African Nova Scotian and other

marginalized Canadian communities to promote healthy environments by

developing and implementing policy that addresses the structural and social

determinants (exposure to pollution and contamination, income insecurity and

poverty, poor quality housing, poor quality public infrastructure) determinants

of health that contribute to ongoing poor health in communities that are

racialized, low-income and located in rural or geographically isolated

communities. These are the communities that are most vulnerable and should

be considered a priority in health programming and services, health policy,

health education, and health research.    
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In order to address the lack of acknowledgement of the South Shelburne’s

dump impact, the social and economic vulnerability of Black residents of

Shelburne, and the insufficient information available on dumps and landfills, the

following suggestions were recommended by the participants:

Economic Compensation: The participants should be compensated for the

hardships endured due to the environmental racism they faced. Financial

compensation from the Town Council was Shelburne residents’ preferred

form of restitution/reparation.

Area Cleanup: Several participants expressed a desire for the dump to be

cleaned up to prevent further contamination and pollution in the

community.

Acknowledgment of the Dump’s Negative Impact: Participants expected

recognition of the detrimental effect the dump had had in their lives,

particularly in terms of potential health consequences. 

Research on the Dump's Impact: Finally, participants expect additional

research to be conducted to fully understand the long-term effects and

repercussions of living in proximity to and playing in the dump.

These suggestions tackle past and present consequences by cleaning up the

remains and financially compensating South Shelburne residents. Our

recommendations also consider the future; to prevent environmental racism

from happening again, it is important to acknowledge its impact and conduct

more research about environmental racism. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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One of the strengths of this study is its mixed methods component. In this

qualitative arm of the study, we explored participants’ experiences and

perceptions regarding living in close proximity to the dump. These perceptions

include social and environmental impacts, and potential health outcomes.

Another strength of our study was having an interdisciplinary team of social

scientists, geographers, statisticians, nurses and cancer biologists. A South

Shelburne resident was a key member of research team: this Shelburne

resident was known to the participants, which established trust and helped

with rapport. This person assisted with interviewing participants, which allowed

discussions of the dump with less reservations.   

A limitation of this study is that it did not explore in depth whether participants

had left Shelburne and returned, or whether they were born before or after the

dump's closure. This could be an important area for future investigation. 

STRENGTHS AND
LIMITATIONS FROM

THE STUDY
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This study reveals the intertwined relationship between geography, structural

racism, and potential negative health outcomes. It also suggests that

discriminatory environmental policies may negatively impact racialized or

marginalized communities more than middle-class and wealthy communities.

The decision to locate the dump in South Shelburne, a community inhabited by

African Nova Scotian people with limited resources, is a clear example of

environmental racism. Due to the establishment of the dump, residents faced

intersectional discrimination, enduring stigma not only based on their race and

economic status but also due to their residential location. Our research also

explored Shelburne resident’s naturalization of the dump, the perception of its

impact on both the environment and their own health. The quantitative

component of this study, which analyzed DNA samples, could help confirm

whether cancer is a result of exposure to the dump, as many suggest. This

study gave a voice to Shelburne residents whose lives have been affected by

the many negative impacts of the dump, which have yet to be properly

addressed by the council. By sharing their stories, we hope to bring attention to

this often neglected issue.  

CONCLUSIONS
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