
STAFF REPORT 

To:   Council 

From: Adam Dedrick, Director of Recreation & Parks 

Approved by: Warren MacLeod, Chief Administrative Officer 

Date:   May 28, 2025  

Subject: Jordan River Trail Bridge Temporary Off Highway Vehicle Use 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Origin 
In April 2025, the Woodland Multi-Use Trail Association (WMTA) provided a proposal to the 
Municipality to consider doing temporary repairs to the decking of Jordan River Trail bridge to 
accommodate off highway vehicles until any major repairs take place.  

Recommendation 
THAT, Council of the Municipality of the District of Shelburne temporarily allow off highway 
vehicles on the Jordan River Bridge, removing the barrier posts and doing minor deck repairs as 
necessary, and opening the western section of the Jordan River trail to allow off highway vehicles, 
from Jordan Branch Road to Hayden’s Road.  

Background 
At the April 23, 2025, meeting of Council staff was directed to consult with an engineer on the 
condition of the bridge and what effects the proposed options could have as the last inspection 
was done in December 2023 by CBCL Limited. Of the proposal provided by WMTA, there were two 
options that were considered feasible; Option 1: to remove the barrier posts and do minor deck 
repairs, which would accommodate most but not all off highway vehicles (OHVs) with a potential 
estimated cost of $2000; and Option 2: reposition a side rail to provide a wider deck clearance of 
66 inches and raise the height of the railing to 54 inches, which would accommodate most OHVs 
with an estimated cost of $6,713.  

CBCL Limited provided a proposal outlining what would be required for engineering work to assess 
the current condition of the bridge and the feasibility of Option 2 at a cost of $19,125 plus HST to 
perform the work.  

The proposal included the following: 
1. An inspection focusing on the existing condition of the deck and barrier system and a drone

inspection of the girders to compare with conditions observed during the 2023 inspection.
2. A structural assessment of the new deck and barrier system, to determine if the proposed

new system can perform comparably to the existing system.
3. A structural condition assessment of the steel girders, to ensure they can perform

adequately for the new dead loads and off-highway vehicles, accounting for observed
section loss, as the two-year timeline that CBCL provided in the original condition
assessment report is nearing an end.

4. A short memo on findings, including, if required, recommendations to strengthen the new
proposed barrier system.
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Discussion 
The last inspection of the Jordan River Bridge done in December 2023 stated that in its condition 
the bridge was deemed safe for pedestrian and off-highway vehicle use for the short-term (1-2 
years). This would mean it is good until about December 2025 so to continue any use of the bridge 
beyond then would require another inspection. By that time or even well before we should know if 
plans will move forward this fiscal or next based on the results of the RFP for the bridge 
replacement, which will depend on submissions, availability of contractors, and cost.  
 
Based on the proposed cost of the inspection of the bridge and the cost of implementing Option 2, 
it is recommended to consider Option 1 for the following reasons: 

1. It is a minimal cost to remove the barrier posts, minor deck repairs and signage (about 
$2000) compared to the total cost of the inspection and Option 2 ($25,000-$30,000).  

2. Depending on the results of the RFP for the bridge replacement, the bridge could be open 
to OHVs until replacement starts, or if delayed at least until December and maybe longer 
pending an inspection.  

3. Being able to open the bridge to OHVs soon would be in time for peak riding season and 
could potentially last until the bridge is replaced depending on how it goes and the 
condition of the bridge.   

4. It would likely please most local OHV users for the interim as they could travel locally, or 
within the surrounding areas. 

5. It would primarily accommodate the local users but once the bridge replacement takes 
place it will accommodate all OHVs, both local users and those from away.   

6. It would provide OHV trail connectivity, primarily on the eastern side of the Municipality, 
which would enable legal, uninterrupted trail riding between Shelburne and Queens and 
within the Municipality and the Town of Shelburne. Currently there are still a few gaps in 
the trail system on the western side, from Shelburne to Port Clyde.  

7. The bridge decking is 64 inches wide, which does not accommodate all OHVs so there may 
be some concern of damage to the bridge, however, it is a little over 240 feet long and it 
would likely take an organized effort to do that successfully.  

8. Ultimately, the onus is on the users for the temporary opening of the bridge to be 
successful by following the restrictions that will be in place and practicing proper trail riding 
etiquette. 

 
In addition, a risk mitigation plan could be implemented to try to prevent any unwarranted activity 
on the bridge which would consist of the following: 

1. Public notice that the bridge can only accommodate 64 inch width with the intent to 
accommodate most OHVs until the bridge repairs take place.  

2. Inform members of WMTA, SCATVA, and Queens County ATV Association.  
3. Put signs up at the trail heads and each end of the bridge indicating the 64 inch clearance.  
4. Regular monitoring of the condition of the bridge. 
5. Procedures in place to address misuse and closure if required.  

 
Currently the western section of the Jordan River Trail, Jordan Branch Road to Hayden’s Road 
(approximately 1.38 km), is not open to OHVs. To open the bridge to OHVs also requires the 
western section of the trail to be opened, which would require notification to DNRR as per the LOA 
(letter of authority), informing trail user groups, the removal of existing trail entrance barriers, and 
public notice.  
 



 
 
Budget Implications 
An estimated total of $2000: 

1. Removal of the barriers and minor deck repairs - $1500  
2. Signs for the bridge and trail - $500 

 
To be taken from the Recreation Facilities and Maintenance GL 00-27130-831. 
 

Alternatives  
1. Go with Option 2 – Not recommended due to the associated costs and timeline. 
2. Not open the bridge to OHVs – Not recommended as there are options and one that is 

feasible, that can be monitored and that will temporarily accommodate most OHVs.   
 

Attachments  
None.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


