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Municipality of
Shelburne
STAFF REPORT

TO: Council

FROM: Erin Hartley, Deputy CAO

APPROVED BY: Warren MaclLeod, Chief Administrative Officer
DATE: December 10, 2025

SUBJECT: Special Election 2026 - District 4

ORIGIN

Vacancy due to the resignation of Councillor Anthony Gosbee.

RECOMMENDED MOTIONS

e That Council of the Municipality of the District of Shelburne hold a Special Election for the
Councillor vacancy in District 4, with the Special Election date being set as Saturday, February
21, 2026;

e That electronic voting methods be used;

e That Intelivote be hired as the Municipality of Shelburne’s service provider for electronic
voting at an estimated amount of $3,000 plus HST, plus costs of voter cards and mailouts;

e That Council set the alternative voting period as February 12, 2026 at 8:00 am to February 21,
2026 at 7:00 pm;

e That Wanda Atkinson be appointed as Returning Officer for the Special Election;

e That Erin Hartley and Anita DeMings be appointed as Assistant Returning Officers for Special
Election;



e That Anita DeMings be appointed as the Registrar of Voters for the Special Election on the
recommendation of the Returning Officer;

e That Val Kean be appointed as Auditor for the Special Election;

e Tariff of Fees - That compensation be set as follows:

o Returning Officer (Wanda Atkinson) $23/hour - up to $8,000
o Assistant Returning Officer/
Registrar of Voters/
Revising Officer (Anita DeMings) Per Collective Agreement
o Assistant Returning Officer (Erin Hartley) Per Non-Union Staff Policies
o Auditor (Val Kean) Per Non-Union Staff Policies

e That the Municipality use the permanent register of electors established and maintained for
use in a provincial election and if required, enter into an agreement with Elections Nova
Scotia’s Chief Electoral Officer.

e That on the advice of the Returning Officer, that the Revising Officer shall furnish the
Returning Officer or Registrar of Voters with the Amended List of Electors on January 13,
2026.

e The Municipality approve up to $15,000 from the 2025/26 budget for the 2026 Special
Election using GL 0021910000.

DISCUSSION

Due to the resignation of Councillor Gosbee, a vacancy is required to be filled in District 4 through a
Special Election.

Pursuant to the Municipal Elections Act, the following significant dates have been determined:

e The Municipality would begin advertising for Nominations in December online and then in
print (local newspaper) on January 8, 2026.

e *Nominations would be accepted starting January 16, 2026 by appointment only.

e *Nomination Day would be January 27, 2026 until 5:00 pm.

e |f acclamation occurs, notification would be provided on January 28, 2026.

e Alternative Voting Period would be February 12-21, 2026.

e Ordinary Polling Day would be February 21, 2026.

*Nominations will be announced on social media as they are accepted.



Staff are recommending using the same procedures, practices and framework as the 2024 Municipal
Election.

Electronic voting options include online and telephone voting. A kiosk will also be available at the
Municipal Administration Building for those would like to vote there.

Updated Special Election information will be posted on the municipal website beginning December
11, 2025.

BUDGET

This is an unbudgeted but mandatory item.



