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May 31, 2021

Ms. Penny Smith

Warden

Municipality of Shelburne
warden(@municipalitvofshelburne.ca

Dear Ms. Smith:

Thank you for your correspondence of March 31,2021, regarding the Georges Bank
moratorium. I appreciate your writing to express your council’s views and desire to be
informed about the upcoming review process of the moratorium.

The Government of Canada and the Government of Nova Scotia jointly manage offshore
oil and gas development in the Canada-Nova Scotia offshore area and are firmly committed
to the responsible management of offshore resources while ensuring the highest level of
environmental protection.

The ecological importance of Georges Bank is well known, which is why since 1988 the
protection of the fishing grounds and marine ecosystem in this area have been supported
through a federal and provincial moratorium on oil and gas activities, both under legislation
and by policy. Currently, a legislative prohibition adopted in 2016 by the two orders of
government exists on such activities until the end of 2022.

As you may know, there is an ability for governments to extend the moratorium further in
increments of up to 10 years through a joint federal-provincial ministerial written-notice
decision. However, as required under the Canada-Nova Scotia Petroleum Resources
Accord Implementation Act and mirror provincial legislation, a decision on whether to
extend the moratorium must take place after a review that examines the environmental and
socioeconomic impacts of exploration and drilling in the area.

Together, officials from Natural Resources Canada and the Nova Scotia Department of
Energy and Mines will initiate a review of environmental and socioeconomic impacts of
exploration and drilling activities in the coming months. The review will cover updates in
scientific knowledge in the moratorium area as well as a targeted stakeholder engagement.
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As you requested in your correspondence, I have asked officials from my department to
inform you and your council of future opportunities for participation in the review process.
Governments will work together to ensure a decision on the extension of the moratorium
is made in advance of the 2022 deadline.

As matters related to the Georges Bank moratorium fall under the responsibility of both
orders of government, I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of our correspondence
to my provincial counterpart in Nova Scotia, the Honourable Chuck Porter, Minister of
Energy and Mines and Minister of Lands and Forestry.

Once again, thank you for writing.

Yours sincerely,
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The Honourable Seamus O’Regan Jr., P.C., M.P.

c.c.: The Honourable Chuck Porter, M.L.A.
Minister of Energy and Mines
Minister of Lands and Forestry

Government of Nova Scotia
ENERGYMINISTER @novascotia.ca




