Dear Doris

Thank you for your constructive briefing on Council deliberations with regard to the impact of climate
change on the reliability of rural water supplies from private wells. These wells are as necessary as the
town water supply and we pay the same property tax assessment proportion while not receiving that
town service. | note that low/dry wells were significantly under-reported last year due to the lack of
incentive to do so. The real number of dry wells in the Municipality is likely closer to 200 than to the
reported 20.

For the last few years many older wells have consistently become unproductive in the latter part of the
summer. This is of course the time of year when most family visitors would like to come to Nova Scotia.
The prediction for this year, as well as in the longer term as a result of climate change, is that there will
be lower groundwater levels and a longer dry season than in the past.

This year municipalities are withdrawing some of the impact mitigation measures that were offered in
the past. (https://barringtonmunicipality.com/News/municipality-restructures-water-assistance-
response-plan?) It was never convenient to get through the summer by filling barrels at the firehall and
showering at a park or arena but these were the only supports available on an emergency basis. | would
therefore ask Council to consider, in a timely manner, establishing grants for the remediation of
structurally deficient wells.

As we discussed, the minimum cost of dug well remediation is around $3500 and transition to an
artesian or drilled well is highly recommended in view of the long term impact of climate change. This _
places remediation costs closer to $10,000. Revising a well is for many households, especially properties
owned by seniors, an expense which is beyond their reach.

You mentioned that Council had discussed this matter last year and rejected such a measure because
the end cost was unpredictable. | could not find the record of this discussion in the preceding year of
Council minutes of meeting. However | would think that a capped grant covering the lesser of the actual
remediation cost or the capped value offers a reasonable solution.

| believe that there would be economies of scale to be gained in a Municipal approach and that there
are both Provincial and Federal funds that could be directed towards the very necessary measure of
ensuring a reliable water supply to rural homes. | would urge Council to proactively initiate such steps as
would be needed to realise a remediation program that would show results in the upcoming dry season.

| hope that you will have an opportunity to raise this at the upcoming June 9 Council meeting.
Thank you for your consideration.
Cheryl Atkinson

416 Black Point Road
Ingomar



