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STAFF REPORT

TO: Council

FROM: Erin Hartley, Director of Corporate Services
APPROVED BY: Trudy Payne, Chief Administrative Officer
DATE: July 14, 2021

SUBJECT: Chronic Drought Conditions Letter
BACKGROUND

The Municipality of the District of Shelburne has supported drought initiatives in emergency
situations for many years through Shelburne County East Emergency Measures Operations.
Drought has now become a chronic condition in many areas, including the Municipality of
Shelburne, and support is being sought from the Provincial Government to ensure more sustainable
and long-term solutions are explored and implemented to assist affected Nova Scotians.

DISCUSSION

The Shared Services Administration Team members (Sherry Doane, Town of Shelburne; Joyce
Young, Town of Lockeport; Trudy Payne, Municipality of Shelburne; Erin Hartley, Municipality of
Shelburne) along with Mike Shand, SCEEMO Coordinator, met to discuss this year’s approach to the
drought from an administrative perspective.

It was agreed that a drought flyer be created and sent to residents in the Town of Shelburne, Town
of Lockeport and Municipality of Shelburne. This flyer contains information for possible support,
how to be more self sufficient when it comes to water, the importance of reporting a low and/or
dry well, as well as ideas for conserving and collecting rain water at home.

In addition to promoting conservation and offering supports such as water taps and showers in our

communities, the Team feels it is important to advocate for more sustainable supports for those
living with chronic drought conditions.
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All three municipal units will be requesting that their Council write a letter to the Minister
advocating for such supports and programs. The SCEEMO Committee will be copied on these letters
and will discuss at their next meeting and recommend a letter be send from their perspective as

well.

RECOMMENDATION

THAT Council of the Municipality of the District of Shelburne send the attached letter regarding chronic
drought conditions to the Minister of the Department of Municipal Affairs.

ATTACHMENTS

° Draft Chronic Drought Conditions Letter



MUNICIPALITY OF THE DISTRICT OF SHELBURNE
136 Hammond Street, PO Box 280 Shelburne, Nova Scotia BOT 1W0
Phone: (902) 875-3544 - Fax: (902) 875-1278

www.municipalityofshelburne.ca

July 15,2021

Honourable Brendan Maguire
Department of Municipal Affairs
14th Floor North, Maritime Centre
1505 Barrington Street

P.O.Box 216

Halifax, NS

B3J 2M4

Dear Minister Maguire:

RE: Chronic Drought Conditions

I am writing on behalf of the Municipality of the District of Shelburne concerning the ongoing chronic
drought conditions in South West Nova Scotia. Heading into another drought season, the Municipality
would like to request provincial commitments and resources in relation to sustainable and long-term
assistance for residents with well water shortages.

Municipal and volunteer contributions over the past years have been responsive and reactive to
emergency drought situations. While these contributions have assisted many residents and supported
those in need, we believe there must be more viable, consistent, and easily accessible solutions. With
extremely dry weather in the last five years, this situation has become a new normal for many of our
constituents, and preparation for drought can be an excessive struggle and financial burden on their
quality of life, medical conditions, and mental health.

While we continue to educate and inform our residents on ways they can be more proactive in water
conservation, the need for more robust programs, funding and supports remains.

We hope this matter is a priority for the Department of Municipal Affairs as we believe it warrants
immediate attention.

Sincerely,
Warden Penny Smith

C. Kim Masland, MLA Queens-Shelburne
Shelburne County East Emergency Measure Operations
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