14 June 2021 VIA EMAIL

Hon. Lloyd Hines
Department of Transportation & Active Transit

2™ Floor, Johnston Building
1672 Granville St, PO Box 186
Halifax, NS B3J 2N2

RE: TOWN OF SHELBURNE SUPPORTS EXPANSION OF OHV ON ROADWAYS’ PILOT

Honourable Minister

We are writing to you today in a common voice, to communicate our support for the government
to not only expand the pilot of allowing Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs) on specific roadways but
also consider changes to the Motor Vehicle Act to permit off-highway vehicles on specified town
streets.

This topic has long been under consideration by the province, and we are aware of the pilot
projects currently ongoing in the province. We think the evidence from the current pilot projects,
coupled with the experience of other jurisdictions outside of Nova Scotia who have already gone
forward with this sort of initiative, should be ample evidence to support moving forward sooner
rather than later. We have reached out to a number of municipalities that are part of the pilot
project and they are heralding praises on its success for their communities.

There are many examples across the country of communities of the economic and social benefits
being derived from permitting OHV's into towns, using town and city streets. The volunteers who
maintain multi-use trails on both sides of the Town are anxious to be able to make connections to
other trails and our community amenities.  With beginning of tourism season (albeit being only
Nova Scotia or Atlantic bubble wide) imminent, we hope that you will consider introducing the
necessary legislation as soon as possible to bring about the changes we support.

We commend your efforts to ensure the evidence exists to support the decision, and we now
urge you to move forward and open this important opportunity to Nova Scotia. In the meantime,
the Town of Shelburne requests Provincial regulatory approval to permit OHV use on roads within
the Town, to which we will follow the rules and regulations developed for and by the “Sharing the
Road Pilot Project’. The Town is also willing to apply the regulatory approval for a trial period if
necessary and useful to the decision makers.

Your timely attention and response would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Harold Locke

Mayor, Town of Shelburne

,~~Cc. Municipality of the District of Shelourne
ATV Association of Nova Scotia
Woodland Multi-Use Trail Association
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