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July 21, 2021

To: Trudy Payne, CAO

From: Darrell Locke, By Law Enforcement Officer, Administrator Dangerous or Unsightly Premises

This is a status report regarding the property located at 1824 West Sable Road that had been identified
as Dangerous or Unsightly in accordance with the provisions of the Nova Scotia Municipal Government
Act.

This file was opened on September 17, 2020 with the appropriate documents being sent by registered
mail to the property owner and notifications of delivery confirmed by Canada Post.

January 4, 2021 was the first response from Mr. Amonson (Warden also copied). | have attached a copy
of the email that states an anticipated timeline of mid-summer for roof repairs/replacement with other
exterior repairs after the roof is completed. (attached)

January 15, 2021 Form 5 was sent to Mr. Amonson inviting him to address Council with his plans and for
Councit to make a decision how to move forward.

On February 22, 2021 Brian Amonson attended the regular Council Meeting for the Municipality of the
District of Shelburne to make representations regarding his property located at 1824 West Sable Road.

As a result of discussions and listening to Mr. Amonsons’s plans for his property a motion was made and
passed. The motion states that “The Council of the Municipality of the District of Shelburne permit Mr.
Amonson the opportunity to carry out his repair plan for the structures on his property at 1824 West
Sable Road providing there are firm expectations and timelines for the work to be completed as outlined
in the Staff report.”

The Staff report indicated that it was felt that it would be reasonable to expect that the roof would be
repaired as required and the front of the structure would be repaired as required, and have the
windows and door(s), siding/shingles repaired/replaced on or before July 15, 2021.

Darrell Locke, By-Law Enforcement Officer
Email: darrell.lncke@mmnicipalityofshelbume.ca
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On February 24, 2021 at 10:41 | sent Mr. Amonson an email (attached) summarizing the discussions and
the motion of Council. Mr. Amonson promptly responded at 11:56 acknowledging the parameters as

they were documented in my earlier email.

On April 8, 2021 | made a patrol to 1824 West Sable Road to check on the progress of repairs, | took a
photograph of the property (attached).

On May 4, 2021 | made a further patrol to 1824 West Sable Road to check on the progress of repairs, |
took a photograph (attached). On May 5, 2021 at 4:16 | sent an email to Mr. Amonson asking for an
update on the process of the project and received a rely dated May 5, 2021 at 9:46 stating that repairs
will begin this month and warking towards the established timeline. (attached)

On June 15, 2021 at 11:22 Mr. Amonson sent me an email with an update on his project. | replied to Mr.
Amonson and copied the CAQ on July 2, 2021 and told him that this would be a matter for Council to
deal with since it was Council that had allowed for the extension of time. | notified Mr. Amonson that
the agenda for the July 28, 2012 would have time available for him to address Council. On july 19, 2012
at 4:31 PM the CAO emailed Mr. Amonson with a scheduled time of 7:00 PM for him to appear at the
July 28, 2021 Council meeting at the Sandy Point Community Centre. {attached)

On July 20, 2021 (5 days after the agreed timeline) | made a patrol to 1824 West Sable Road and took
three photographs of the structure. (attached)

The recommended motion put forward for Council consideration in the Staff Report {attached) dated
February 3, 2021 states: That the Municipality of the District of Shelburne holds that the condition of the
property located at 1824 West Sable Road justifies that the property is in violation of the provisions of
the Municipal Government Act, S.N.S. 1998, ¢. 18 and hereby issues an order to demolish and cleanup
the property located at 1824 West Sable Road as per Section 507 of the Municipal Government Act; and
authorizes the Warden to sign of on this demolition order.

It is further recommended that due to the lack of action on the property since February 2021 and
contrary to agreements put in place that Council again consider an order for demolition and authorize

the Warden to sign the order,

MOTION:

THAT the Municipality of the District of Shelburne holds that the condition of the property located at
1824 West Sable Road justifies that the property is in violation of the Municipal Government Act, S.N.S
1998, ¢ 18 and hereby issues an order to demolish and cleanup the property located at 1824 West
Sable Road as per Section 507 of the Municipal Government Act; and authorizes the Warden to sign off

on this demolition order.



Darrell Locke

From: Darrell Locke

Sent: January 5, 2021 12:20 PM

To: Brian Amonson

Cc Warden Penny Smith; Trudy Payne
Subject: RE: 1824 West Sable Rd

Dear Mr. Amonson,

Thank you for your response to the information that [ sent to you regarding your property at 1824 West Sable Road. It is
my job to act on complaints that | receive and try to resolve the issue. Municipal Council has the final authority on how
to proceed after they review my file and in this case hear from the property owner.

The next step in the process would be to invite you as the registered property to come to Council and make your
presentation and Council will decide how to proceed.

I will speak with the CAO and determine the time and date that you will invited to attend a Council meeting. | will send
that information by registered mail and now that | have an email address | will also notify you by email,

Thank you,

Darrell Locke

By Law Enforcement Officer

Administrator, Dangerous or Unsightly Premises

From: Brian Amonson

Sent: January 4, 2021 10:45 AM
To: Darrelf Locke <Darrell.Locke@municipalityofshelburne.ca>
Cc: Warden Penny Smith <Warden@municipalityofshelburne.ca>
Subject: 1824 West Sable Rd

| have prepared this reply in response to the document | received from you via registered mail on December 29,
2020. | hope this will provide you with the information necessary to address the concerns that have been raised and
provide background information and rationale of my plans.

Property History

This property has local historic significance. It was constructed circa 1877 by Whitman Giffin and to the best of my
knowledge, for over 140 years the ownership remained with Giffin descendants until the property was put up for sale
late in 2018. *Nova Scotia Department of Tourism and Culture site inventory form attached.

Ownership Rationale

I have an interest in history and the architecture of homes from this era. | have owned the property adjacent to this
property since 2007. It is also a historically significant property of similar circa originally owned by Captain Stephen
Giffin, brother of Whitman Giffin (also in the Nova Scotia Department of Tourism and Culture site inventory). As a result,
I have been witness to the long and slow deterioration of the property at 1824 West Sable Rd and arguably, the most
affected from an aesthetic and property value perspective. During the entire time | have owned the adjacent property,
no one has ever lived on this property and the only maintenance | have ever witnessed is an occasional cutting of the
overgrown yard. | suspect that no one has lived there for decades as the home is not equipped with modern
conveniences such as running water or a septic system. When | became aware that the property would be sold, |
decided this would be an opportunity for me to possibly save the original building and improve the community.
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Timeline

I received title to the property November 14%, 2018. While awaiting title to the property, the property was vandalized
with windows broken and some original antique wood stolen. For safety reasons, | secured the main floor windows and
doors. Over the winter, | contemplated how | might make the best use of the property, what repairs would be
necessary, the appropriate investment to make while preserving the architectural features of the Greek Revival
structure. | documented measurements, prepared drawings, and obtained preliminary material quotes. Unfortunately,
my planning did not include the impacts of a heart attack, 2 hurricanes, or a pandemic.

Planned improvements

As indicated by the straight line at the roof peak, the basic structure is solid. While it is not practical from an investment
perspective to complete improvements that would make this building suitable as a permanent residence, | believe it is
of value to preserve the structure for alternate uses such as art/craft studio, summer kitchen, storage, etc. | remain
committed to restoring the exterior facade in the spirit of the original architecture albeit with reduced maintenance
modern materials. For example, | plan to replace the roofing with steel roofing from Scotia Metals. For safety reasons,
ft is not practical to install a very slippery roofing material on such a steep slope during winter weather. | anticipate this
will be completed mid summer this year. Other exterior repairs and trim will be completed after the roofing is
completed.

I hope this summary will result in the preservation of this historical structure rather than it's unnecessary and wasteful
destruction.

Sincerely,

Brian Amonson

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Darrell Locke

From: >
Sent: February 24, 2021 11:56 AM

To: Darrell Locke

Subject: RE: 1824 West Sable Road

CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender.
Good morning Darrell,

t acknowledge the parameters as you have documented here. Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in
facilitating the preservation of this building. | ordered scaffolding this morning and have preliminary quotes for

windows and material.

Thank you,
Brian Amonson

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From: Darrell Locke

Sent: February 24, 2021 10:41 AM
To: Brian Amonson

Subject: 1824 West Sable Road

Good morning Mr. Amonson,

Even though you were in attendance | thought that it was a good idea to send you the information that was discussed at
the Council meeting on February 22, 2021.

The motion that was made and passed states: “That Council of the Municipality of the District of Shelburne permit Mr.
Amonson the opportunity to carry out his repair plan for the structures on his property at 1824 West Sable Road
providing there are firm expectations and timelines for the work to be completed as outlined in the staff report. “

The recommendation in the staff report referred to in the motion is the timeline that | had previously spoken to you
about:

“After speaking with the property owner, viewing the interior of the structure and hearing the questions and comments
from Councillors | would recommend that Council permit Mr. Amonson the opportunity to carry out his repair plan for
the structures on his property at 1824 West Sable Road providing there are firm expectations and timelines for the work
to be completed. For example. | feel that it would be reasonable to expect that the roof would be repaired as required
and the front of the structure would be repaired as required, and have the windows and door(s), siding/shingles
repaired/replaced on or before July 15, 2021. Additionally, the required window, siding repairs/replacement on the two
sides and a decision be made for the outbuilding on or before July 15,2022, And the completion of the entire project on
or hefore July 15, 2023.

I feel that it is imperative for the future of the structure to stop the weather from penetrating the interior of the
structure and a roof, windows, doors and any exterior openings must be eliminated or the structure will continue to
deteriorate and become un-saveable.”

I look forward to seeing your project getting started and the completed results.
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if you would please send me back a quick email acknowledging that these are the eapéctations and timelines as you
understand them | can include this in the file for your property.

Thank you very much for being engaged in this process, it has been my pleasure to speak with you.

Darrell Locke
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Darrell Locke

From: Brian Amonson
Sent: May 5, 2021 9:46 AM
To: Darrell Locke
Subject: RE: FOLLOW UP

CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender.

Hi Darrell, -

I will be starting on the repairs this month and working towards the established timeline. |injured my knee in April
which limited my physical activity, but it's back to about 90% and I’ll be able to begin repairs shortly.

Brian

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From: Darrell Locke

Sent: May 4, 2021 4:16 PM
To: Brian Amonson
Subject: FOLLOW UP

Hello Brian,
I was in your neighborhood today and stopped by to check on your progress. | notice that you have not yet begun any

work. Can you provide an update for me to pass along to the CAO and Council.
Thanks
Darrell



Darrell Locke

From: Trudy Payne

Sent: July 19, 2021 4:31 PM

To: Darrell Locke; Brian Amonson
Subject: RE: Update

Good Afternoon Mr. Amonson:

The July 28" Council meeting will be held at the Sandy Point Community Centre. If you would like to attend Council
your scheduled time would be for 7 p.m. Please confirm with me prior to the meeting whether you plan to attend (this
will be an in person meeting) as we will need to adhere to the COVID-19 restrictions. Thanks.

Trudy Payne
CAO

From: Darrell Locke <Darrell.Locke@municipalityofshelburne.ca>
Sent: July 2, 2021 4:22 PM
To: Brian Amonsor - Trudy Payne <Trudy.Payne@municipalityofshelburne.ca>

Subject: RE: Update

Hello Brian,
This is disappointing news. | must tell you that historically these time extension agreements haven’t worked out for a

variety of reasons but we never stop listening to residents plans and hopes.

As you see't have copied the CAO on this and | have also discussed this with her. As you will recall it was by motion of
Council that your extension was granted and it will be a decision of Council how things proceed from here. The next
Council Meeting after the expiration of your agreed upon timeline is July 28, 2021 and | will ask to have you put on the
agenda for that meeting to allow you to speak to Council and to hear from them. When a have a time for you | will be in
touch.

Darrell

From: Brian Amonson <

Sent: June 15, 2021 11:22 AM

To: Darrell Locke <Darrell.Locke @ municipalityofshelburne.ca>
Subject: Update

CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender..
Hi Darrell,

I wanted to give you an update on my restoration project. The pandemic has really caused a number of complications
with materials i.e. either out of stock or long delivery intervals (and inflated pricing). | requested samples for siding and
trim from Kaycan in April and | was notified this morning that they were now available. | have also been waiting for
scaffolding braces which have been on back order for more than a month and there is still no firm date for delivery. The
window order has been submitted and the minimum delivery interval is still 10 weeks out. With these delays, | will not
be able to complete the front fagade on the original schedule, but will progress as quickly as possible as materials
become available. | am still committed to investing in this project to restore this building to it’s original character.



Thanks
Brian

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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136 Hammond Street, PO Box 280 Shelburne, NS BOT 1WO, Phone: {(902) 875-3544 - Fax: (902) 875-1278

STAFF REPORT
TO: Members of Shelburne Municipal Council
FROM: Darrell Locke, Administrator Dangerous or Unsightly Premises

APPROVED BY: Trudy Payne, Chief Administrative Officer

DATE: February 3, 2021
SUBJECT: Property located at 1824 West Sable Road
ORGIN:

This is a summary of the Dangerous or Unsightly Property file that was opened as a result of a complaint received on
August 27, 2020 against the property located at 1824 West Sable Road.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

That the Municipality of the District of Shelburne holds that the condition of the property located at 1824 West Sable
Road justifies that the property is in violation of the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, S.N.S. 1998, c. 18
and hereby issues an order to demolish and cleanup the property located at 1824 West Sable Road as per Section 507
of the Municipal Government Act; and authorizes the Warden to sign off on this demolition order.

BACKGROUND:

SEPTEMBER 17, 2020

File opened as a result of a complaint, site visit conducted, property ownership determined.

Property is registered to Brian Lee Amonson.

Package sent to the registered owner including a cover letter, Form 1 Complaint Form, Form 2 Initial Site Inspection,
Form 3 Notice, Municipality of the District of Shelburne, Dangerous or Unsightly Property Violation, ownership
documentation and photographs taken on September 17,2020.

This package was sent by registered mail on September 25, 2020 and delivered on September 28, 2020.

Trudy Payne, CAO Penny Smith, Warden
Trudy.Payne@muunicipalityofshelburne.ca www.rounicipalityofshelburne.ca warden@municipalitvofshelburne.ca




