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Dear Minister Wilkinson,
 
A public meeting of Council was held on April 13, 2022, Council received correspondence from the
Clean Ocean Action Committee, which was also sent to you as Minister, expressing concern with the
government’s appointment of the Canada Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board (CNSOPB) as the
agency to oversee the Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) projects. Attached is a letter from Warden
Smith, on behalf of Council regarding this matter.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chana Ross
Executive Assistant to the Chief Administrative Officer and Council
Municipality of the District of Shelburne
Phone:  902-265-3016
Fax: 902-875-1278
Email: chana.ross@municipalityofshelburne.ca
Website:  municipalityofshelburne.ca
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Warden 

Municipality of Shelburne 

warden@municipalityofshelburne.ca 

  

Dear Penny Smith: 

 

Thank you for your correspondence of May 25, 2022, regarding the Canada-Nova Scotia 

Offshore Petroleum Board’s regulatory oversight of renewable energy projects offshore of 

Nova Scotia. 

 

The Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board has been an effective regulator of 

offshore projects for the past 32 years. That is why, on April 11, 2022, the Honourable 

Tory Rushton and I announced the intention of our governments to expand the mandate of 

the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board to include the regulation of offshore 

renewable energy development in the Canada-Nova Scotia offshore area. Bringing this new 

mandate into effect will require amendments to the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore 

Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation Act and to mirror provincial legislation. 

When the federal government introduces the amendments to the Canada-Nova Scotia 

Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation Act in Parliament, there will be an 

opportunity to provide comments on the proposed legislation. 

 

Minister Rushton and I also recently announced that the Minister of Environment and 

Climate Change, in partnership with the Government of Nova Scotia, will initiate a regional 

assessment for offshore wind energy in Nova Scotia. The regional assessment is an 

important first step to better understanding the suitability of offshore areas for potential 

offshore wind development and to engaging Canadians for their input as part of this 

assessment. The regional assessment will provide a forum for the Municipality of 

Shelburne, the fishing industry, and other stakeholders to engage, bring forward views, and 

provide representation. The Impact Assessment Agency and the Government of Nova 

Scotia will be reaching out with introductory engagement on the regional assessment in the 

weeks ahead. I have copied my colleague, the Honourable Steven Guilbeault, Minister of 

Environment and Climate Change, on this correspondence so that he is aware of the 

Municipality of Shelburne’s interest in participating in the offshore wind regional 

assessment.   
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Natural Resources Canada is currently consulting on the development of safety and 

environmental protection regulations for offshore renewable-energy projects under the 

Canadian Energy Regulator Act, which may inform similar future regulations under the 

amended Accord Acts. I would also encourage you to provide your input to this process. 

Please visit our webpage the Offshore Renewable Energy Regulations Initiative for more 

information.     

 

If you wish to speak directly or meet with staff in my office regarding your inquires, I 

suggest that you contact Sandy Schembri, Senior Policy Advisor, who can be reached 

at Sandy.Schembri@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca.     

 

Again, thank you for writing. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, P.C., M.P.  

(he/him/il) 

 

c.c.:  The Honourable Steven Guilbeault, P.C., M.P. 

 Minister of Environment and Climate Change  

 Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca 

 

The Honourable Tory Rushton, M.L.A. 

 Minister of Natural Resources and Renewables 

Government of Nova Scotia 

 minnrr@novascotia.ca  

 

 Sandy Schembri 

 Natural Resources Canada 

 Sandy.Schembri@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 
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